


































• Set camera for “P” or “A” modes
• Don’t use AUTO or “Scenes”

• “P” mode does more automation

• “A”/”Av” allows more control over 
settings and flash output



• ISO 400. 800 ok on newer 
cameras. Lower settings wasting 
power of flash

• Keep as low as possible, higher is 
noisier

• Can increase to get more usable 
flash distance



• Focus set for One-Shot AF or AF-S

• Canon is always “One Shot”

• Nikon may be labeled “Single-
Servo”, “S”, “AF-S”



• Use center point focus

• Keep point on closest object in 
focus

• Keep the beep on, it’ll help!



• Held improperly induces more 
movement and shake

• Support weight of camera with left 
hand

• Movement worse with more mass



• Orient the two tubes in the ring 
appropriately (red areas)

• Select E-TTL (Canon) or i-TTL 
(Nikon) mode on flash

• Use focusing lights to help guide 
the camera to good focus (blue 
areas)

• Use fresh, NiMH batteries of good 
quality – it makes a difference!







• Don’t use point flash
• Turn the ring appropriately

• Don’t point op chair light 
into mouth

• Dim or turn off overhead 
lighting





• Don’t use colors
• Don’t use patterns
• Don’t use black

• Clean “eggshell” matte surface drywall
• Background papers from Savage

• “Arctic White” background paper
• “Medium Grey” background paper

• Grey cotton duck from fabric store



• Patient should be standing 
comfortably with feet flat on ground

• Patient should have arms at side, not 
crossed, perpendicular to floor

• Pupillary plane parallel to floor
• Shoulders parallel to floor





• Occlusal plane should be centered 
and level

• Show surrounding soft tissue



• Good, clear details
• No “blown out” whites
• No “blocked up” black patches 

with no detail
• Too close or too far from subject 

can keep flash from doing it’s job



• Sharp from closest to farthest 
tooth

• Needs higher f-stop setting on 
camera (more depth of field)

• Start at f/16-f/22
• Focus on closest point



• Stay away from windows
• Avoid mixing light sources
• Turn off overhead lights
• Use the camera’s “Flash” white 

balance mode



• Show the whole image
• Center & level the image on the occlusal plane
• Crop appropriately in the viewfinder
• Retract properly and completely
• Lateral should show incisor angle

all the way back to furthest molar, 
parallel to midline, 90 degrees to side



• Show the whole image from front to back
• Use retractors and mirrors
• Warm mirrors to prevent

condensation & fogging
• Parallel and level
• Should be able to see all sides

of each tooth



• Frontal: nose centered, 
interpupillary line parallel

• eyes looking into lens
• one with lips lightly closed
• 0ne shot with natural smile

• Lateral: further eyebrow slightly 
visible, facing to the RIGHT from 
camera, looking straight ahead

• Remove glasses, piercings, earrings!
• Pull hair back or tuck so ears and eyes 

are completely visible



• Black background
• Remove ALL labeling and patient

information
• Center and level on occlusal plane
• Use ring flash and tripod

• Soap and finish completely, no 
holes, bubbles; trim correctly

• Send to lab if needed for best result





• Record settings that work
• Use same location, op, or area
• Mark locations

• Dedicate a staff member who likes their task*
• Secure dials and buttons
• Keep accessories in easy to remember location

• Update and clean gear on a schedule

• Create a comp card of proper shots for 
reference







• Try different settings to learn what changes
• Try different locations to see how image is affected

• Establish a practice time for honing skills

• Pay attention to the rough spots!

• Group review imaging
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